Renaissance Festival extends its Shakopee lease thmugh 2019

Medieval show to find a new home for its S0th season.

By WATALIE DAHER
natalic.daber@stantribune.com

Despite speculation of a
final huzzah this year at its
longtime home near Shakopee,
the Minnesota Renalssance
Festival wlll remain at its cur-
rent location through 2019

Festival organizers
announced the lease extension
Thursday, adding that the festi-
vl wiill meovie to o new home in
2020, This year's 46th season
will run from Aug. 2000 Oct. 2.
The decision comes as a

surprise because the festival
had been expected to decamp
when its lease expired after
this year's fair. Festival orga-
nizers talked last year about
possibly moving to Jordan or
Belle Plaine, nearby in Scott

*We've been looking for
land, and for the next two to
three years, wewillcontinue to
do so" Deb Schaber, dircctor
of marketing for Mid-Amer-
fen Festivals Inc., the festival's
management company, said
Thursday. “Our goal is to pur-

chase land and develop it by

2020 =0 we can have a fresh,

clean site.”
Minnesota's fair, one of the

themed weckends, The loca-
tion, 7 miles south of Shako-
pee on Hwy. 169, isn’t a deal-
breaker for die-hard perform-
ers like Caleb McEwen of the
Danger Committee, whose
members will perform 96
times this year
“1 know many people have
been concerned about it, but
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