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Taking root in kids' hearts
Twig the Fairy is just a few feet out of
herlairwhen a tiny girl sprints up and
hugs the green-clad pode with all her
might. Within seconds a hatf-dozen small

snapping photos.

“There is this moment when a kid is so
enthralled, they look at you with a sense
of real bebief,” says Twig’s alter ego, Kathy
Gffeller, 25, of Minneapolis. “It's one of the
miost wonderful things ever. You can't
have abad day when kids are ranning up
to you and hugging you.™

Twig keeps them believing by dispens-
ing boundless charm, plus more than a
pound of fairy dust ot the Ren Fest and
5,000 pounds of fairy stones at events
throughaout the year. Her winsome per-
semia has helsed Twig pamer more than
220,000 Facebook fans.

She does it all without uttering a word.
Except for one time.

“Thire was a Bttle girl who was so en-
amaned with Twig and her family came
cart every weekend,” Geller says. At the
wery end, she was just sobbing becase she
wasn't to see Twig foranother yoar
Andin WETY. VETY, VETY FRIe Cirourm-
stances. a fairy might have whispered in
her eas that fairies bve in the hearts and
irnaginations of kids, and wherever you
m:mm if you can't see us, we'll

— where

By BILL WARD = billvardSatarribuse oom

he king and his court trade barbs atop a

castle wall out Shakopse way as a motley

crew, hundreds strong, awaits the open-

ing of the gates to the Minnesota Renais-
L sanoe Festival.

They bear vestments not unlike those of the roy-
al coteric. Draped in a massive gray cloak, Andrew
MNugent, 23, of Warroad gropes around inside his
tall brown wizard’s hat when a comely wench dash-
5 by and fairly shouts, s this your little friend in
there:™

Welcome to the rambunctious, often randy Rea
Fest, where Minnesotans annually shed their pas-
sive-aggressive ways and don the attire and argot

MINNESOTA RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL
When: 2 am.-7 pomSat-Sun.

Twig the Fairy (aka Kathy Gfeller) blew a magical kiss to a young fan at the Renaissance Festival in Shakopee.

Oxt. 2, plus Labor Day and Sept.

FANTAS ecomes

regiity

of a bygone era. = Exyl

And that’s not even counting the actual perform-
ers, many of whom hafl from Minnesota and make
their living at such festivals nationwide.

Both groups help make the Ren Fest so, well, fies-
tive, not (o mention it being one of the year's fore-
most people-watching events.

Ran Fest continies on B2 »

30. » Where: 7 miles south of Shakopes on

Hwy. 169. » Cost: Adults $20.95, ages 5-12 §11.95, sendors $18.95, 4 and under free, dogs $10 with registration
renabtsancefestcom. '

Indos whorar

30 days of
bedbugs

. By JEFF STRICELER

for the
chance fo talk about
bedbugs? For the nex
month you've got an
excuse to work the di
gusting litthe creature
into any conversatior
you want, regardless
of how icky the top-
ic might seem to your
farnily, friends and co
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« REN FEST FROM Ei Calebs McEwen, left, of the Danger Cormmittes threw knives arcund
his teamamnalte, lason Leliay.
Stickin ther
miﬁﬂ'ﬂ'm in Wamning: Danger Jury."Tve never just embedded
white and green cutfits ahead & kenifie in thelr chest,” he says.
palred up and bouncng The Danger Comnithes Thee ondy “America’s Gok
about, waving giant han- sounsds ke am act more at: Talenit® act performing at Ren
kdes and dacking sticks tuned to performilng af corpo-  Fest, the Danger Commitice
together whils one playsa rabe thana threwback  modifies its progrm mare for
fife and drum? They ook festival The Twin Citlestrioof  the locals than the era, with
vagaely Irish, but this fs no Caleb McEwen, MickLurger  references lo Minnesotans'
Riverdance. and Jazon LeMay are equally at and
"M, Thes is really, really home inboth venues. penchnnk for eoeam-of-muash-
English. 1t not Celtfe,” Thedr pocly Renalsance Foom soup. Onstage, LaMay
says Lhe white-halred Bd accouiTements = MeEwen apthy calls the festhl grounds
Stern, still spry at69."0h, says his outfit“was insplred by “this stmnge and mysterious.
and beer had nething to do ey pllmllu.tmhbuﬂ\mudd-y
with thie® g clothes™ — fricis and custy at the same Hme.
Stern formed the cutfit, draw crowdstothelrshowe But  For these guys, all the
" the Minnesota Traditicnal it'sthe witty banterandend-  world's a stage, no matter the
Maoeris Dancers, in 1574, _i-:!u dmﬁ'll::nﬂuthmrhﬁ e - g
gihh o ikl knives whiz mere ing for a simpler time, a place
Sterm ix a teodeolegist. millimeters avay frombody  to get away,” McBwen says.
Miembers have inchoded parts the show. Ak Loy "Hat with
compaber pECEIAMITETS, MeEwen, whoalso ksthe artis-  enough 20th-cenfury amenl-
house painters, doctors, - tle director at Brive New Work-  tes that they can enfoy”
Piclssiona e i jugged B e e e | A e o e dak s T oW
Tu he valked rope, The 45 na ALF. an overy :
%”;‘f""l o & o 2 o L — butconfideslaterthat . Vikings game al the next tent
“We ke dancing with there's never beenasemiousin.  dovn”
each oflier.” Phillips says. A truly hot act VWileom, 45, of Farfbault devel:  burning rope.
"W hanve fun and hope the “earcst [oan ell,” baks oped hizact over the years by "By rope has Broken at lenst @
fun part reaches the audi- the pesformance artistknown  adding performancebitsand  three times, when L light iton
ence s Tuey to pazserslog “the con-  repartee to his already-formd-  fire and don't pay attention,”
cepl is, if youbum it theywill  dable fugghing skills. says Wilson, who just retumed If the garb fits ..
[0 His tricks are "blatant."he from enterlaindng on an Alas- ﬂ.”h“‘ nmdmmmmmmmm
5o there are flames galore says.“They'reshortand really loan crudse. ve done festhities in period garments. :
nmw-wwmmﬁ hard The setup of the trick will  encugh of the trick that [ can epitemizes theirapproach: "F'm just showing upas [ want tobe,
around but an the rope, sus- take longer than the trick.” ke it peem 1ike it's suppoded he says.
pended a few feet above the Mubltitasking, of course, is tobe the end of the show” Mearby, a fair-halred madden with a sweet smile, Liz Wahlstedt
ground, on which he juggies.  the key to hisjob, which in- of Eagan, wears a chaplet and a brown dress that she says s sup-
® ostidde o Salt mmm Tuﬂtﬁ;'llmﬁunm%n Wiahlstedt, 59,7 wasn
1281, SevenTu juggting and yakking a Ny
et -/ arotnd in the 14th century. [ fust like to pretend that [ was What
o great exouse to et dressed up”

o >

All dressed up

A% the bovwn historian in Amboy, Minn, Eelly
Rruter isa natusal Ben Pest aficlonado, As a cos-
turne disigner. she's also a natural to show up
in o garland and peried dress of indeterminate
PR

I vvouddn’t call it a peasant outfit, " she smps,
“but it's not upper-class, either, Maybe more of a
{alasy Renalssano: outii”

Rewter visited ke ficst festhal in 1974 and
was hooked for e

"My huband and [ fell in bowe with it this
feeling of stepping back m time, " she says. "You
have the old sak tree and the secrel garden and
the fafries.

“You Just get that fecling of stepping back
Intoancther em — without all the bad stuff that
happened in that em”

30% Off

some exclusions apply

Labor Day
Monday,

September 5™
9amto 7 pm
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Costumne designer Kelly Reuter of Amboy, Minn,
dressed ina“fantasy Benalssancs outfit”™




