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Statt Pnoto. John Croft
Michael Winship of Texas (on dark horse) as the evil Sir Michael Statford battied Sir Geotirey of Harwicke (Jeff Bartco of Colorado) in 1988,

Hundreds clamor to perform at ye olde Renaissance Festival
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Renéissance Continued from page 1E

stress and encourage you to keep
trying things, even if your idea is
dumber than rocks. It's like going to
acting school.”

In deciding who will graduate from
the academy and perform at the
festival, artistic director Gary Par-
ker said he looks for not only acting
ability, but also commitment, since
the volunteer actors are required to
be at the festival every day during
its run. Of the 124 people who audi-
tioned this year, 52 were invited to
the academy; 42, including Winter,
“‘graduated.” (Artists who want to
display their wares go through a
similar selection process, including
an audition because they have di-
rect contact with festivaigoers.)

Herman and other major acts, such
as the popular comic duos of Puke
and Snot, Rat Catcher and Pastor-
ius the Idiot, are paid on a contract
basis. Parker declined to divulge
the range in salary for the festival's
paid performers. Most of the jug-
glers, magicians, mimes, musicians
and costumed characters are not
paid, however — and even after

cials “'to make sure the character
stays true,"” Voit said.

The biggest challenges of these
“street theater"'-types include stay-
ing in character and developing a
historical persona while interacting
with 20th-century fairgoers, accord-
ing to Herman, who visits the acad-
emy each year to give aspiring ac-
tors advice. “If you believe you are
who you claim the character is,
then the audience will believe it,
t00,"” said Herman, who also works
at the annual Arizona Renaissance
Festival and will participate in a
new North Carolina Renaissance
fair in October. “You have to be
well-researched and well-prepared,
because you never know what your
audience will say — and it helps to
be adept at steering the conversa-
tion to your strength.”
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they pass auditions, they remain
subject to scrutiny by festival offi-



