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Minnesota Renaissance Fest opens season

Giang! Grunch! Sword mest

Medieval grave-digging is a
far cry from Armstrong High

By David Duft
Weekend Editor

Come carly, stay late, ™

Christmas 1986.

But he also enjoys the action u the Renaissance Festi-
val, where perfomers must hold iheir audience ins

“There's time t0 smell the peasants.
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Imlg!‘\cl and stronger or you lose. your sudicnee.”

peal an
erad (*76) whom fate has 1urned into a digger of graves
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director of the Arizond Renaissance Festival (January
Murd:l a performer a the Georgia (April-May) and

or, ax he would say

lkxhu

performso
specch with spoonerisms.

an be heard

pro-
clmmmg. **Noone shall kick oﬂ'—- Ihcbusmcu isreal

stage., where be burbles his

" st nd Sepimber i the Minnesot even
take fime off this fal to be married in North

He'll af
Carolina, He niet his

I wouldn't want o live there.

“T'mglad we have advanced.” h said thoughifully
eats working!
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He calls the Renaissance Fra *a nice place to visit but
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““Everything stays.
deflate the clephants and pack them in their runks.

Terry Foy of Northeast Minnicapol y
Crysul, is one of bundreds of ighthearted performers
celebrating the harvest scason cach weekend at the Min-
nesota Renaissance Festival
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the gravedigger replicd, **But we

. formerly of
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sance-y can we be?
wouldn't make
s funny. We have to make a doci
sion how accurate we can make it
18°s imy job to sce it”s authentic.
““But it's not necessary o falk in
phiases that were used in
Shakespeare, There's no ‘okay
and you don'tsay ‘you guys." You
avoid modern slang expressions.**
The site is part of the authentici-
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The village is all wood and
whole fair, rker said, is
non-electric.

“This rule carries into the off-
hours, Parker goes home afiera
day at the festival, but many acts
«camp out at the campground out-
side the gates, There, Parker said,
i the spirit of the Renaissance in

he modern sense.

Many actors spend their non-

endeavor, Crafts have to be hand
made. The craftsmen have to be
there with the people.*

Parker likens he Renaissance
Festival 1o a visit e local
arocery store

first brass cnsemble.

But not to worry, Parker said:
““Many of the same old favoriics
MHIEMJ That's onc of the real

draws,

Jine st Gowntry CIub and e porson
helping you will be friendly and
react, Therestrue interaction.

““The charscters (at the festival)
will chat with people ina kind of
real sense. Acts can pass around
ihe hat, but there is no begging. "

Past e Re
will be happy to hear that Puke and
Snot and the Ral Caicher, in their
16th and | 5th years respectively,
will be back.

Parker enjoys Rensissance time.

*“For seven weekends in the fall,
you sicp back in Lime and get 10 sec

Medieval weekends
return to Shakopee

| be ajousting. the winemakers a-stomping and the

WL b 0hS 150 maseal Mimedbtn: R sanit Pestival iSater
days. Sundays and Labor Day from Aug. 12 through Scpt. 24

The festival recreates a European harvest festival of the 1500s with
a cast of hundreds of medicval artisans, performers, cooks and just
plain folks. Add to this lusty brew a crowd of visitors that was in the
thousands on the weltest day recorded and into the 105 of thousands
when the weather was glorious.

‘The site is a vast tract of wooded land reached from Highway 169
four miles south of Shakepee. Adml\smn (311 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren 12 and under) permits visiiors 1o park wmr cars and wander all
day (9a.m. 107 p.m. I(hmughlhmpl wresge village.

Crafispeople demonstrate their skills and mi their wares. Athlcies
perform their archaic games — sometimes challenged by the public.
Grapes arc stomped and wine is made. And the variety of edibles is
almost endless.

Major spectator activities include jousting and sword combat on fool
by knights in armor plus cquestrian competitions. Perhaps the king
and queen will join the throng in enjoying music, thester. bellydanc-
ing and acrobatics

The fantasy delights young and old

Tickets. may m purchased in advance and s made for
a Renaissance Festi-

Gravedigger's life is |dly one al Renaissance Festial Above,
into)

Their artistic goal, Parker said,  old friends.” He especially looks Terry Foy is into his charac
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Visitors canlook forward o sev
cral new attractions at the festival
this year. The Renaissance hay
hired its first fi;

practicing acts from the festival.
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The festival is four miles south
of Shakopee on Highway 169.

For ticket or other infarmation,
call the Minnesota Renaissance
Festivalat 4457361

Mary Maher is a stafl writer
for Minnesota Suburban
Bk

and noisy years of

of visitors 10 the Minnesots
Renaissance Festival each
weekend through September
‘The clash or sword :m armor
aside, it was a
%01k a kst ot vt st
times. And that's the idea
bringing artisan and actor, jug-
glor and gravedigger 1o the
woodland acreage south of
kopee.

the fate 20th century are the
subject of Weekend's cover
story next week. We'll travel to
Brainerd for the 1989 Northstar
National Races at Brainerd In-
crmational Raccway

We'll meet the internationally
known Deanis Forcelle, who
drives his dragster along the
swaightaway at speeds well
beyond 200 mph. He'll el us
whai those high speeds arc all
about.




