Price: Free

Cat Bathing As A Martial Art
Soene poople say cats mever have 1o be bothed. They say catx lck themselves
clean. They say cats have a special eneyme of some soft in Wbeir saliva that
works like mew, improved Wisk--— diskedging the dint where it hides and
whisking it sway. 1"ve speot most of my life believing this folklore. Like mosi
Mind believers, I've been able to discount all the facts 1o the coatrary, the kitty
odors that lurk i1a the commers of the gamge and dift smedges that cling to ihe
throw mog by the fircplace. The time comes, bowerer, when 3 man must face
reality: whea bhe mumi Jook squarcly in the face of massive public semiment 1o
ibe contrary and anmounce, “This cat smells like a port-a.potty on a bot day in
Jimrer” Whea that day amvet al your house, as it has in mine, | have some
achvice you meght consider as you place your feline fricod under yvour ann and heod
Tor the baibich
=--Hmow that although the o3t hos the advantage of quickness and |ack of concern
for haman life, you have ihe advantage of strength. Capitalize on that advanlage
by seclecting the battlefickd. Doa't try to bathe him in on open arca where ho can
Foece you 1o chase him. Pick a very small bathroom IF your bathmoom s mom
et four foet square, | recommend thal you et in the Tub with (he cat and close
the shiding glass doors as if you were about to ke o shower. (A simple shower
curtzin will oot do. A hersork cal can shrod a throc-ply rubber shower curtain
quicker than a politician can shift positions )
== Know thal a el has claws and will nof hesitaie io remove all the skin from
your body. Yous sdvastage bere i that you are sman asd know bow 1o dress (o
protect yoursell. | recommend canvas overalls tucked into high-top constraction
bools, a pair of stocl-mesh gloves, an army helmet, o bockey fsoe mask, and o
long-steeved flak ackel
—Prepare everything in sdvance  There is so time 1o go ot for o towel when
you bave a cat digging o bole i your flak jacket. Draw the water. Make sure the
bodile: of kitly shampoo is inside the glass caclosure. Make sure the towel can
be reached, even il you are lying on your back in e waler
--Use the clemeni of surprise. Piek up your cal nonchalantly, as if to simply
carry him to his supper dish  (Cats will pot esually nolice your sirange aliire.
They have litthe or po interest in fashion as & mie. I be does motice vour garh,
calmly cyplain ihai you arc taking pan ia a product testing experiment for J.C.
Penmcy. )
~Once you are inside the bothroom, speed is essential 1o survival. In o singhe

biquid motion, hut the bathroom door, step into the tub enclosure, slide the
glass door shut, dip the cat in the water and squin him with shampoo, You have
begin onc of the wildest 45 seconds of yoar life!
7ats have no handles. Add the fact that be now has soapy ur, and the problem
s radically compounded. Do pol expect (o hold on o him for more than 2 or 3
seoonds 31 3 time. Whea you have Bim, however, you must semember b give
tem ancther squirt of shanpoo and rub like crmzy. He'll then spring foe and fall
back into the water, therehy nnsing himself off. (The national recond for cals is
e lathorings, w don't expost t00 much.)

Neal, the et mund be dried Novice caf batbers always assume this part will be

the most diffecalt, for humans generally are worn out of this poinl and the ol is
| et petting really determined.  In fact, the drving process is simple compared 1o

Symptoms of Inner Peace

Be on the locksrr por syaprioms on mmer peace.  The
hearts o a great many bave already keen exposed 1o nowen
peace and 1 15 possible That people everywhere could come
downr with m oy epideanc propoxmons.  This could pose a
seripucs Theear 1o what bas, up vo now, heen a purly stable

condmion op conplicr m vhe wokld,  Soaw signs and
SYPFTORS OF IR pedce axe:

“A Tendency o Think and acr spommancously ravher than
on peans kased on past experiénces.

“An unarstakable akilivy To enpy each moairr.
*A loss op wrrenes m udging other pecple.
*A loss op nirerest ot immeRpreTing The acmions of ovhers,
*A loss o vmrerest i conplict.
*A loss op vhe akilrry 1o worry. (Very sexious syeyom)
*Fregueent, overmbelonng ¢pisodés o apprecianon.
*Comrerred peeling or connecrion wrth others and mamime.
*Fregutert avracks op sonlmg.
"AH iicReasmg Tendeiy 1o ler Things happen, rathex
rhan eake thee happen,
*An increased suseepmbeliy 1o the love exrended by
orbers as well as the uncommrallakle urge To extend m.

whal you have just been through. That's because by now the cat is
semi-permancatly affised (o your right beg.  You simply pop the
dran plug with yousr foot, wach for your towel and wail
(Occasionally. however the e3t will end up clinging to the lop of
your army helmet If this kappens, the best thing you can o is 1o
shake him Joose and 10 encourage him toward your leg ) Afler all
the waer is drained From the tub, i is o simple maticr o just reach
dloswm o dry the cat.

In o few days the cat wall relax enough to be removed from your
beg. He will ususlly have nothing to say for aboat three weeks and
will spend o ot of time sitting with his back to you Ik might
even become paycho-ceramic and develop the fived stace of a
plaster igurine.  You will be tempiod 1 assume be is angry. Ths
st anndly the came. Ax a rule he is imply plotting ways to got
through your defenses and infure you for life the next lime you
aecidie 1o give him a bath
=« Rl wl ead, pow be smells 2 bl beer? - - - -




Page 2 The Lnight After

You know you’ve been at Fest too long when. .

61. You see a cute girl in the street and have to fight off the urge to say, *Good marrow, my lady.”

62. You'd rather wear a bodice than a bra.

63. You can put a broad sword down your bodice,

64. You like haggis, and you're not Scottish.

65. You start to show the bus driver your gate pass.

66. You dream in your festival accent . .. and it doesn’t seem odd.

67. You're standing in a furniture store thinking, “Gee, that fabric wounld make a terrific doublet . . . *
68. You have tan lines that match your bodice neckline, NOT your swimsnit,

69. You see someone wearing a purple polo shirt on the street and think, “Uh-oh, only royalty is
supposed to wear that color.”

70. You take out your house keys as you walk to your fent.

71. You always carry a dagger . .. just in case,

72. You KNOW what's worn under a Scotsman’s kilt.

73. You have your Festival name printed on your business cards.

74. You need to photocopy semething and you ask where you can find a scribe.

75. Someone outside of Festival introduces you and you wait for them to give your title.

76. You've won an argument with the Costume Director because your sources are better than theirs.
.

77. You actually know how to fence with a sword and mug.
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78. You sign your festival name on your personal checks, ﬂ;lﬂi
79. You see someone with a knife and all you can think is, “Why isn’t that peace-ticd P22 :_::‘.. >

80. You think of sheep as a “common® houschold pet.

JPlease, if you have nmore, submit g




